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Welcome Back, Badger Families!
Welcome back to campus and to a new semester at UW–
Madison! As our campus comes alive again, we are excited
to welcome student parents, faculty and staff families, and
all of the children who are such an important part of our
Badger community.
 
This season is a chance to reconnect, discover new
resources, and find fresh ways to make family life on
campus a little easier and more enjoyable. Throughout this
issue, we’ve gathered opportunities for families of all ages
and stages—from parenting programs and baby play
groups to child care updates, community events, and
activities to enjoy together.
 
We hope these resources help you feel informed,
connected, and supported as the semester unfolds.
Whether you are settling into a new routine, exploring new
programs, or simply looking for ideas to enjoy time together,
we are here to help families navigate campus life and make
the most of the many opportunities available across UW–
Madison and the greater community.
 
We are so glad you are here. Here’s to a semester filled
with connection, discovery, meaningful moments, and
plenty of Badger spirit. Welcome back, Badger families!

The OCCFR Team
Lucy, Perri, Cigdem, Jaime, and Gail

Dates & Reminders
Fall CCTAP application is open
Fall Parenting Class Registration
Baby Play Group Registration
September 7: Labor Day (No
classes)
September 9-10: Student
Organization Fair

 
 
 

https://occfr.wisc.edu/
https://occfr.wisc.edu/find-child-care/
https://occfr.wisc.edu/paying-for-child-care/
https://occfr.wisc.edu/parentevents/
https://occfr.wisc.edu/giving/
https://occfr.wisc.edu/paying-for-child-care/financial-resources-students/cctap/
https://occfr.wisc.edu/parentevents/occfr-parenting-classes/
https://uwmadison.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1Ap04duQ7LJWdPU
https://soli.wisc.edu/attending-the-student-organization-fair/
https://soli.wisc.edu/attending-the-student-organization-fair/


Back-to-School & Care: Easing
Separation Anxiety and Meltdowns

Whether your little one is starting child care or
school for the first time or returning after a
long summer break, major schedule shifts
often spark separation anxiety, drop-off tears,
and evening meltdowns. When young nervous
systems get overwhelmed by change, it shows
up in their behavior. Join us to learn practical
strategies for easing anxieties, establishing
new routines, and fostering a smooth and
positive transition back into structured care or
school environments. We’ll explore
developmental insights and provide tools to
help your child thrive, making this shift a little
easier for everyone.

Register here!

UW Homecoming 2026 Coloring
Contest

Calling all young artists! 🎨 Thank you for
participating in the UW Homecoming 2026
Coloring Contest. We can't wait to see your
colorful creations! Download the coloring
sheet and submit your masterpiece for a
chance to win an unforgettable Homecoming
experience.

Submission deadline: Tuesday, Sept 15
Winners announced: Monday, Sept 21

Three lucky winners will be selected as Mini
Marshals of the UW Homecoming Parade on
Friday, October 2. Winners will also receive
three free tickets to the Homecoming football
game on Saturday, October 3, enjoy a
special on-field experience at halftime, and
have the chance to meet Bucky Badger!

Learn more & get coloring sheet

 

https://occfr.wisc.edu/parentevents/occfr-parenting-classes/
https://union.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/document/2026-07/Hoco_ColoringSheet_26_0833_6.pdf
https://union.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/document/2026-07/Hoco_ColoringSheet_26_0833_6.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScjYMxFEE8s7g0exp62r1BuvaqSIS3sVizCe0tYOk07HCzUOA/viewform
https://union.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/document/2026-07/Hoco_ColoringSheet_26_0833_6.pdf


Sign up for Fall Baby Play Group!

Join Dr. Laura Froyen, early childhood
development specialist, in a calm and
welcoming space where babies can explore
and play while parents learn and chat. Meet
other parents, ask questions, and learn about
your baby’s development. Open to all UW-
Madison students, employees, spouses and
partners. Sign up once for the semester and
drop by as often as you'd like!

Learn more & register

 

Child Care Openings
The following openings within the UW–Madison Child Care and Education System are current as of 9/1/26.

Eagle's Wing Child Care
(1) spot for age 2 on M/W/F
Spots in half-day program for ages 2-4

Waisman Early Childhood Program
(3) spots for children born between
December 2023–September 2024

Bernie's Place
(1) spot in 4K program
(1) spot for age 3, full-time
(1) spot for age 3, two mornings/week
(1) spot for age 2, full-time
(1) spot for age 2, M-F mornings

Isthmus Montessori Academy
(2) spots in 4K program

Little Chicks Learning Academy
(4) spots for children born in 2026
(2) spots for children born in 2025
(3) spots for children born in 2024

Meeting House Nursery School
(3) spots in 4K morning program
(5) spots in 4K afternoon program
(1) spot in 4K full-time program
(6) spots for age 3, T/Th mornings
(4) spots for age 3, M-F afternoons
(1) spots for age 2, M-F mornings
(4) spots for age 2, T/Th mornings

Preschool of the Arts
All spots open as of September 8

(1) spot for age 2
(1) spot for age 2.5
(3) spots for age 3
(1) spot for age 4

 

September Family-Friendly Events
 

Special Events

Card-Making for Grandparents Day
Thursday, September 3, 10:00–11:00 am
Fitchburg Public Library

Live from the Wonderground: Black Star Drum
Line & Forward! Marching Band
Friday, September 4, 5:00–8:00 pm
Madison Children's Museum

Taste of Madison
Saturday–Sunday, September 5–6

Recurring Events

MCM Free Thursday Evenings
September 3, 10, 17, 24
4:00 – 8:00 pm
Madison Children's Museum

Multi-Age Storytime (5 and under)
September 9, 16, 23, 30
10:00 – 10:30 am
Pinney Library

Fairytales and Fanciful Moments

https://uwmadison.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1Ap04duQ7LJWdPU
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://n6h7k5kab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pKCy8UU334aKAGRYsB1jq6qGd85MMeTj3n4pZ-dsEixI3Wq1FCkVQPGz4YeYaHX0uCDa7Tukbbw-M0IHRTooby--XCPdLYJ5qLQM3G0uPM6UiDL3Kp9tJgiE_WiqWnuTkeWydwvLE3UwUH4ynmDm_O3l6ZWRp71GFKmYzWHqEjq2_-qis6fefg==&c=dTFc8tHCf00mi4RVsBnJ6-R2kyQq6p40leYv0LUIjif1qZL0NK30LA==&ch=a9p-7laE6q0MoCstnjKUyrrWbxaNR38EwJXxQ_amt9ubgYwGuKdq1A==__;!!Mak6IKo!PwissVsBv9LE0FpFCZ6vMWL5W0si8G_04xna5-DpVN4B4uLSJN3JIQv-syPySO0HNu5_2babaJl8gdltTzIsPAFb$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://n6h7k5kab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pKCy8UU334aKAGRYsB1jq6qGd85MMeTj3n4pZ-dsEixI3Wq1FCkVQAuA-6wW5ZcKJS86iQDPo9jLGxVEnpDPIdjHUscXwUb90MQa6GlvPDixR7sbdmHV6TXjirX241x9eUPgmlOgLyn7SAyUxijFOh26Ojz4SVlr_7gDIZU6ifxUfgKXCaqk1Fnfe7xxgg3Z&c=dTFc8tHCf00mi4RVsBnJ6-R2kyQq6p40leYv0LUIjif1qZL0NK30LA==&ch=a9p-7laE6q0MoCstnjKUyrrWbxaNR38EwJXxQ_amt9ubgYwGuKdq1A==__;!!Mak6IKo!PwissVsBv9LE0FpFCZ6vMWL5W0si8G_04xna5-DpVN4B4uLSJN3JIQv-syPySO0HNu5_2babaJl8gdltT8LpXzQP$
https://wecp.waisman.wisc.edu/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://n6h7k5kab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pKCy8UU334aKAGRYsB1jq6qGd85MMeTj3n4pZ-dsEixI3Wq1FCkVQEIITmAVe6AHpr_xysLrukoXVqmpjGWiBw5DDqHSbQTO--9U-nExZeOdO2owXDXwUACYTxP4CP6FEY61VYpD51aqPeIvRRJMyESNl5HVEvqArL-3XSpZqIA=&c=dTFc8tHCf00mi4RVsBnJ6-R2kyQq6p40leYv0LUIjif1qZL0NK30LA==&ch=a9p-7laE6q0MoCstnjKUyrrWbxaNR38EwJXxQ_amt9ubgYwGuKdq1A==__;!!Mak6IKo!PwissVsBv9LE0FpFCZ6vMWL5W0si8G_04xna5-DpVN4B4uLSJN3JIQv-syPySO0HNu5_2babaJl8gdltT4aJ3fKU$
https://isthmusmontessoriacademy.org/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://n6h7k5kab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pKCy8UU334aKAGRYsB1jq6qGd85MMeTj3n4pZ-dsEixI3Wq1FCkVQLyOrGdyElRi6Fz2fDMzuDyZ1sjjivINa04LP8YfoqALRzNwbqKpNgZxbAYKlnenDVKLE4Igfck7NMr_v4nj1D1vTY5n7hs-4nlos5rt2-Hz&c=dTFc8tHCf00mi4RVsBnJ6-R2kyQq6p40leYv0LUIjif1qZL0NK30LA==&ch=a9p-7laE6q0MoCstnjKUyrrWbxaNR38EwJXxQ_amt9ubgYwGuKdq1A==__;!!Mak6IKo!PwissVsBv9LE0FpFCZ6vMWL5W0si8G_04xna5-DpVN4B4uLSJN3JIQv-syPySO0HNu5_2babaJl8gdltT1ndqXh3$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://n6h7k5kab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pKCy8UU334aKAGRYsB1jq6qGd85MMeTj3n4pZ-dsEixI3Wq1FCkVQFQ1BJ176Ev__dIzAXUgUl83cEPMJiOjpwAYFgahLZsuZoGwGvAZDT4KdoSqa_hkb7AbswpwySqozvxB8tjFHSoFaG1Rp6I0LJSfVmD5Xj74aQE7gFuBZ0M=&c=dTFc8tHCf00mi4RVsBnJ6-R2kyQq6p40leYv0LUIjif1qZL0NK30LA==&ch=a9p-7laE6q0MoCstnjKUyrrWbxaNR38EwJXxQ_amt9ubgYwGuKdq1A==__;!!Mak6IKo!PwissVsBv9LE0FpFCZ6vMWL5W0si8G_04xna5-DpVN4B4uLSJN3JIQv-syPySO0HNu5_2babaJl8gdltT1sljl49$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://n6h7k5kab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pKCy8UU334aKAGRYsB1jq6qGd85MMeTj3n4pZ-dsEixI3Wq1FCkVQPGz4YeYaHX02sCUkCfvFEAd6Lfl_uccf8XaOGhDf0PztFcsv6cKjDA6Jf5t4WvwHhnE6qjpICIsm_OctokFrAdS6whtLAWpgWZcx2DHCxXV&c=dTFc8tHCf00mi4RVsBnJ6-R2kyQq6p40leYv0LUIjif1qZL0NK30LA==&ch=a9p-7laE6q0MoCstnjKUyrrWbxaNR38EwJXxQ_amt9ubgYwGuKdq1A==__;!!Mak6IKo!PwissVsBv9LE0FpFCZ6vMWL5W0si8G_04xna5-DpVN4B4uLSJN3JIQv-syPySO0HNu5_2babaJl8gdltTwXjCOia$
https://www.fitchburgwi.gov/Calendar.aspx?EID=20364&month=9&year=2026&day=19&calType=0
https://madisonchildrensmuseum.org/event/live-from-the-wonderground-3/
https://madisonchildrensmuseum.org/event/live-from-the-wonderground-3/
https://www.tasteofmadison.com/
https://madisonchildrensmuseum.org/visit/hours-and-schedule/
https://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/spaces/events/multi-age-storytime-ages-5-and-under-259859
https://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/spaces/events/fairytales-fanciful-movements-taught-step-above-dance-academy-staff-255446


2:00 pm–9:00 pm and 11:00 am–7:00pm
Capitol Square

Family Nature Walk
Sunday, September 6, 1:30–2:30 pm
UW Arboretum

Kindermusik
Friday, September 11, 10:00–10:30 am
Middleton Public Library

Saturday Storytime: Grandparents Day
Saturday, September 12, 10:00–10:30 am
Middleton Public Library

Kids on the Prairie: Seeds and Cider
Sunday, September 13, 10:30–12:00 pm
Holy Wisdom Monastery

ArtStudio Kids!
Monday, September 14, 10:00–11:00 am
Monona Public Library

Nature Everywhere Madison: Birding with Babies
Tuesday, September 15, 10:30–11:15 am
Lakeview Library

Warner Family Fun Night
Friday, September 18, 5:30–7:30 pm
Warner Park Community Recreation Center

Apple Sensory Stations
Friday, September 18, 11:00–12:00 pm
Fitchburg Public Library

Trucks and Treasures
Saturday, September 19, 9:00 am–12:00 pm
Goodman Pool Parking Lots

Family Nature Program: Fun with Fungi
Sunday, September 20, 1:30–3:30 pm
UW Arboretum

September 11, 18, 25
10:00 – 11:15 am
Meadowridge Library

Baby & Toddler Storytime (birth to 3)
September 23, 30
9:30 – 10:15 am
Central Library

More Special Events

Movie at The Glen: Secret Life of Pets
Sunday, September 20, 4:00–7:00 pm
The Glen Golf Park

Storybook Music Project with Utka
Ensemble
Tuesday, September 22, 10:00–10:45 am
Monona Community Center

Imagination Center at Reindahl Park
Ribbon Cutting
Friday, September 25, 3:00–8:00 pm
Imagination Center at Reindahl Park

Kids in the Rotunda: Angela Puerta
Kids Band
Saturday, September 26, 9:00 am, 11:00
am, and 1:00 pm
Overture Center

Bird & Nature Adventures
Saturday, September 26, 10:00–11:30 am
Aldo Leopold Nature Center

Curious Critters Storytime
Monday, September 28, 10:00–10:45 am
Aldo Leopold Nature Center

Children's African Story Hour
September 29
5:30 – 6:30 pm
University Apartments Community Center,
Room 135

 
 
 

Book of the Month Craft of the Month

https://arboretum.wisc.edu/event/222667/
https://www.midlibrary.org/EventDetail?ID=26225
https://www.midlibrary.org/EventDetail?ID=26294
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/holywisdommonastery/event/kotp-sep-26/
https://monona.librarycalendar.com/event/artstudio-kids-ages-2-5-9414
https://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/spaces/events/nature-everywhere-madison-lakeview-playful-acorns-birding-babies-262047
https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/events/2026-09-18/warner-family-fun-night
https://www.fitchburgwi.gov/Calendar.aspx?EID=20302&month=9&year=2026&day=19&calType=0
https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/events/2026-09-19/trucks-treasures
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/event/222674/
https://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/spaces/events/baby-toddler-storytime-ages-birth-3-263398
https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/golf/events/2026-09-20/movie-at-the-glen-secret-life-of-pets
https://monona.librarycalendar.com/event/baby-toddler-storytime-13008
https://monona.librarycalendar.com/event/baby-toddler-storytime-13008
https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/events/2026-09-25/imagination-center-at-reindahl-park-ribbon-cutting
https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/events/2026-09-25/imagination-center-at-reindahl-park-ribbon-cutting
https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/events/2026-09-25/imagination-center-at-reindahl-park-ribbon-cutting
https://www.overture.org/tickets-events/2026-27-season/kids-in-the-rotunda-angela-puerta-kids-band/
https://www.overture.org/tickets-events/2026-27-season/kids-in-the-rotunda-angela-puerta-kids-band/
https://aldoleopoldnaturecenter.org/event/bird-nature-outing-2025-12-27-2026-01-24-2026-09-26/2026-09-26/
https://aldoleopoldnaturecenter.org/event/curious-critters-storytime/2026-09-28/
https://africa.wisc.edu/cash/


Pigeon HAS to Go to School!

Why does the Pigeon have to go to
school? He already knows everything!
And what if he doesn’t like it? What if
the teacher doesn’t like him? What if he
learns too much!? Kids will love read-
aloud time with the silly Pigeon in this
book that prepares kids for the first day
of school.

Read Aloud Storytime

School Bus Photo Frame

Turn craft sticks into an adorable school
bus photo frame! Paint wooden craft
sticks yellow, assemble them into a bus
shape, then add craft-foam wheels and
a headlight with buttons or gems. Slide
a first-day-of-school photo into the
"windows" for a keepsake.

Learn More

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c23I53us3Ws
https://hip2save.com/2016/08/10/craft-stick-school-bus-back-to-school-idea/


Chef's Corner: Homemade Lunchables
Lunchables are a favorite among school-aged children, not to
mention easy and customizable. Simply choose one item
from each category and pack it into a segmented container
for your child to assemble at school.

Proteins (choose 1-2)
sliced deli meat & sliced cheese
salami & cheese cubes
mini peanut butter & jelly sandwich squares
hard-boiled egg & chicken nuggets
taco meat & shredded cheese

Carb/Grain (choose 1)
crackers or pretzels
pita bread/pita chips
mini tortillas
mini muffins

Fruit and Veggies with optional dip (choose 2)
apple slices (+ caramel dip)
berries or grapes
melon cubes
baby carrots (+ ranch dressing)
sliced cucumber (+ hummus)

Dessert (choose 1)
cookies (such as Oreos or Chips Ahoy)
chocolate (such as Hershey's Kisses or M&Ms)
fruit snacks
rice krispie treat

See more homemade lunchable inspiration here!

Recipe from livesimply.me

 
 

Manage Your Inbox
Click "Update Profile" below to opt-out from receiving Badger Buzz.

Note: Clicking "Unsubscribe" removes you from all OCCFR mailings.

If you enjoy reading our newsletter, please
﻿consider making a gift to support our mission.

Make a gift

Keep in touch!
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https://livesimply.me/homemade-lunchables/
https://livesimply.me/homemade-lunchables/
https://occfr.wisc.edu/giving/
https://www.facebook.com/uw.occfr/
https://www.facebook.com/uw.occfr/
https://www.instagram.com/uw.occfr
https://www.instagram.com/uw.occfr
https://www.linkedin.com/school/uw-madison-office-of-child-care-and-family-resources/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/uw-madison-office-of-child-care-and-family-resources/
https://www.youtube.com/@OfficeofChildCareandFamilyReso
https://www.youtube.com/@OfficeofChildCareandFamilyReso
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice


https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=a65b9314-e9dc-4b0c-bfe7-db1d3b373034
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=a65b9314-e9dc-4b0c-bfe7-db1d3b373034

