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August Badger Buzz
August is here, and with it, a plethora of family-friendly
events and warm weather to close out the summer! In this
month's newsletter, find an insect-themed craft, read-aloud
book and snack; a family-friendly event for bird enthusiasts
at the UW Arboretum, and registration for UW Extension's
annual Fathers in Focus conference.

Dates & Reminders
August 3: Fall KidsKare
application open
August 11: Wisconsin Primary
Election
August 31: Fall CCTAP term
begins

 
 
 

Bird Vision at the Arboretum!

Join us Saturday, August 8th for Vision
at the Arboretum, a free, family-friendly
event exploring bird vision! Learn how
birds see, how vision affects their survival,
and the story behind a mysterious eye
disease affecting songbirds. Then meet a
Great Horned Owl, Peregrine Falcon, and
Broad-Winged Hawk up close.

Suggested ages 7 and up.

Additional activities:
Guided bird walk with expert birder
Raptor rehab and conservation talk
from Wings Raptor Center
Complimentary breakfast at 9:45 am

RSVP here!

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://n6h7k5kab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pKCy8UU334aKAGRYsB1jq6qGd85MMeTj3n4pZ-dsEixI3Wq1FCkVQEzXnoSeOkJKVRCyFOpjGlPmK30c5zH-KLBu5wlwaLH0_momr9oNNEOxrXM8w1fly8RuKBBzhJqIb0Q9v4-EW-p1eBHqRXsaiP46Rsx7h-UQ&c=dTFc8tHCf00mi4RVsBnJ6-R2kyQq6p40leYv0LUIjif1qZL0NK30LA==&ch=a9p-7laE6q0MoCstnjKUyrrWbxaNR38EwJXxQ_amt9ubgYwGuKdq1A==__;!!Mak6IKo!PwissVsBv9LE0FpFCZ6vMWL5W0si8G_04xna5-DpVN4B4uLSJN3JIQv-syPySO0HNu5_2babaJl8gdltT0nGImDS$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://n6h7k5kab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pKCy8UU334aKAGRYsB1jq6qGd85MMeTj3n4pZ-dsEixI3Wq1FCkVQPGz4YeYaHX0uCDa7Tukbbw-M0IHRTooby--XCPdLYJ5qLQM3G0uPM6UiDL3Kp9tJgiE_WiqWnuTkeWydwvLE3UwUH4ynmDm_O3l6ZWRp71GAgZ-IQ9E0VrmoTLzx0OcEg==&c=dTFc8tHCf00mi4RVsBnJ6-R2kyQq6p40leYv0LUIjif1qZL0NK30LA==&ch=a9p-7laE6q0MoCstnjKUyrrWbxaNR38EwJXxQ_amt9ubgYwGuKdq1A==__;!!Mak6IKo!PwissVsBv9LE0FpFCZ6vMWL5W0si8G_04xna5-DpVN4B4uLSJN3JIQv-syPySO0HNu5_2babaJl8gdltTyGv2S8E$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://n6h7k5kab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pKCy8UU334aKAGRYsB1jq6qGd85MMeTj3n4pZ-dsEixI3Wq1FCkVQFQ1BJ176Ev_EPswERl2fqqsZTujlIi3moM39cXqSxXNbfYoimlphYMQUp6zUYSu_r3jDgApHxAn6gxBNk7j7gPIJpMIOwbzpfMwwy-5rfc5w-KqhY9gObRBEXYdzTZ8CQ==&c=dTFc8tHCf00mi4RVsBnJ6-R2kyQq6p40leYv0LUIjif1qZL0NK30LA==&ch=a9p-7laE6q0MoCstnjKUyrrWbxaNR38EwJXxQ_amt9ubgYwGuKdq1A==__;!!Mak6IKo!PwissVsBv9LE0FpFCZ6vMWL5W0si8G_04xna5-DpVN4B4uLSJN3JIQv-syPySO0HNu5_2babaJl8gdltT-BVjEEe$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://n6h7k5kab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pKCy8UU334aKAGRYsB1jq6qGd85MMeTj3n4pZ-dsEixI3Wq1FCkVQH9eeJEddsQ3PL1BVMBLkz5gKULj5RedHYOADt4A4HsKiRBB0U6z927ELsd67r70sJrbB_MAnmpSH7FI9ka5vCh77dp_1iXhH2ECSaRXtE7rJFrl2vq6tIU=&c=dTFc8tHCf00mi4RVsBnJ6-R2kyQq6p40leYv0LUIjif1qZL0NK30LA==&ch=a9p-7laE6q0MoCstnjKUyrrWbxaNR38EwJXxQ_amt9ubgYwGuKdq1A==__;!!Mak6IKo!PwissVsBv9LE0FpFCZ6vMWL5W0si8G_04xna5-DpVN4B4uLSJN3JIQv-syPySO0HNu5_2babaJl8gdltTwHFQ17I$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://n6h7k5kab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pKCy8UU334aKAGRYsB1jq6qGd85MMeTj3n4pZ-dsEixI3Wq1FCkVQEZ4WXQXKK1PeAxX-a5D9shWLT2jwoo8Qm21xj-gNeiwDLi_FZ3NaP3LMMtcsvHhh4b14I_6rxOsaVkP0877RdPDpKQbFq5zO2yiTY5OiTxKNsG4eqUmHcA=&c=dTFc8tHCf00mi4RVsBnJ6-R2kyQq6p40leYv0LUIjif1qZL0NK30LA==&ch=a9p-7laE6q0MoCstnjKUyrrWbxaNR38EwJXxQ_amt9ubgYwGuKdq1A==__;!!Mak6IKo!PwissVsBv9LE0FpFCZ6vMWL5W0si8G_04xna5-DpVN4B4uLSJN3JIQv-syPySO0HNu5_2babaJl8gdltTy9jHEPJ$
https://occfr.wisc.edu/find-child-care/hourly-back-up-child-care/
https://vote.wisc.edu/
https://vote.wisc.edu/
https://occfr.wisc.edu/paying-for-child-care/financial-resources-students/cctap/
https://vision.wisc.edu/event/vision-at-the-arboretum/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetEK1axdO5oxG8NvWB61raInmGlWSekTP2n4iEQPCNZdc2bA/viewform


Register now: Fathers in Focus
Calling all dads, father figures, mentors and
coaches — and those who work with them:
you can find community at this FREE
fatherhood event on Saturday, October 10
from 8:00 am – 4:00 pm at the Madison
College Truax Campus. Hear from keynote
speaker Mike de la Rocha and 20 presenters
covering co-parenting, mental health,
custody and more. Register by Sept. 14.
Breakfast, lunch and snacks are included.

Learn more and register!

Blooming Butterflies at Olbrich
Botanical Gardens
Now through August 9th, step into the
tropical Bolz Conservatory, where up to 19
species of butterflies flutter freely among lush
greenery. Blooming Butterflies offers a chance
to observe these colorful creatures up close
and learn about their fascinating life cycle.
Don’t miss the chrysalis cases—if you're lucky,
you might catch the moment a butterfly
spreads its wings for the very first time!﻿

﻿$10 - Adults (ages 13 & up)
$6 - Children (ages 6 - 12)
Free - ages 5 & under

Learn more

 

Child Care Openings
The following openings within the UW–Madison Child Care and Education System are current as of 7/30/26.

Eagle's Wing Child Care
Spots for ages 2-4 in Fall half-day
program from 7:30 am – 12:00 pm

Waisman Early Childhood Program
(2) spots for age 2
(1) spot for age 3

Bernie's Place
(1) spot for age 2, M-F mornings
(3) spots for age 3, M-F mornings

Creative Learning Preschool
Spots for age 3

Isthmus Montessori Academy
(3) spots in 4K program

Meeting House Nursery School
Spots for age 2, mornings
Spots for age 3, mornings/afternoons
Spots for 4K, mornings/afternoons
Spots for 4K, full-day

Preschool of the Arts
All spots open as of September 8, 2026

(3) spots for 4K
(4) spots for age 3
(3) spots for age 2
(1) spot for age 2, born Sept-Dec 2024

The Playing Field East
(3) spots for infants
(1) spot for toddlers, full-time
(1) spot for toddlers, part-time

https://parenting.extension.wisc.edu/fathers-in-focus/
https://www.olbrich.org/calendar/blooming-butterflies
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://n6h7k5kab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pKCy8UU334aKAGRYsB1jq6qGd85MMeTj3n4pZ-dsEixI3Wq1FCkVQPGz4YeYaHX0uCDa7Tukbbw-M0IHRTooby--XCPdLYJ5qLQM3G0uPM6UiDL3Kp9tJgiE_WiqWnuTkeWydwvLE3UwUH4ynmDm_O3l6ZWRp71GFKmYzWHqEjq2_-qis6fefg==&c=dTFc8tHCf00mi4RVsBnJ6-R2kyQq6p40leYv0LUIjif1qZL0NK30LA==&ch=a9p-7laE6q0MoCstnjKUyrrWbxaNR38EwJXxQ_amt9ubgYwGuKdq1A==__;!!Mak6IKo!PwissVsBv9LE0FpFCZ6vMWL5W0si8G_04xna5-DpVN4B4uLSJN3JIQv-syPySO0HNu5_2babaJl8gdltTzIsPAFb$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://n6h7k5kab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pKCy8UU334aKAGRYsB1jq6qGd85MMeTj3n4pZ-dsEixI3Wq1FCkVQAuA-6wW5ZcKJS86iQDPo9jLGxVEnpDPIdjHUscXwUb90MQa6GlvPDixR7sbdmHV6TXjirX241x9eUPgmlOgLyn7SAyUxijFOh26Ojz4SVlr_7gDIZU6ifxUfgKXCaqk1Fnfe7xxgg3Z&c=dTFc8tHCf00mi4RVsBnJ6-R2kyQq6p40leYv0LUIjif1qZL0NK30LA==&ch=a9p-7laE6q0MoCstnjKUyrrWbxaNR38EwJXxQ_amt9ubgYwGuKdq1A==__;!!Mak6IKo!PwissVsBv9LE0FpFCZ6vMWL5W0si8G_04xna5-DpVN4B4uLSJN3JIQv-syPySO0HNu5_2babaJl8gdltT8LpXzQP$
https://wecp.waisman.wisc.edu/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://n6h7k5kab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pKCy8UU334aKAGRYsB1jq6qGd85MMeTj3n4pZ-dsEixI3Wq1FCkVQEIITmAVe6AHpr_xysLrukoXVqmpjGWiBw5DDqHSbQTO--9U-nExZeOdO2owXDXwUACYTxP4CP6FEY61VYpD51aqPeIvRRJMyESNl5HVEvqArL-3XSpZqIA=&c=dTFc8tHCf00mi4RVsBnJ6-R2kyQq6p40leYv0LUIjif1qZL0NK30LA==&ch=a9p-7laE6q0MoCstnjKUyrrWbxaNR38EwJXxQ_amt9ubgYwGuKdq1A==__;!!Mak6IKo!PwissVsBv9LE0FpFCZ6vMWL5W0si8G_04xna5-DpVN4B4uLSJN3JIQv-syPySO0HNu5_2babaJl8gdltT4aJ3fKU$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://n6h7k5kab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pKCy8UU334aKAGRYsB1jq6qGd85MMeTj3n4pZ-dsEixI3Wq1FCkVQFQ1BJ176Ev_cZONze8DdfIwdIrWEVVRTIMvgk42H_Ipk16dOwhIPIofSeTR-ItrpB4QACj4KPfhzZwqzYnjHn5XTSt_cha0frAi-sW8xYtLOVYfPfGU5yE=&c=dTFc8tHCf00mi4RVsBnJ6-R2kyQq6p40leYv0LUIjif1qZL0NK30LA==&ch=a9p-7laE6q0MoCstnjKUyrrWbxaNR38EwJXxQ_amt9ubgYwGuKdq1A==__;!!Mak6IKo!PwissVsBv9LE0FpFCZ6vMWL5W0si8G_04xna5-DpVN4B4uLSJN3JIQv-syPySO0HNu5_2babaJl8gdltT6-9Dhbz$
https://isthmusmontessoriacademy.org/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://n6h7k5kab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pKCy8UU334aKAGRYsB1jq6qGd85MMeTj3n4pZ-dsEixI3Wq1FCkVQFQ1BJ176Ev__dIzAXUgUl83cEPMJiOjpwAYFgahLZsuZoGwGvAZDT4KdoSqa_hkb7AbswpwySqozvxB8tjFHSoFaG1Rp6I0LJSfVmD5Xj74aQE7gFuBZ0M=&c=dTFc8tHCf00mi4RVsBnJ6-R2kyQq6p40leYv0LUIjif1qZL0NK30LA==&ch=a9p-7laE6q0MoCstnjKUyrrWbxaNR38EwJXxQ_amt9ubgYwGuKdq1A==__;!!Mak6IKo!PwissVsBv9LE0FpFCZ6vMWL5W0si8G_04xna5-DpVN4B4uLSJN3JIQv-syPySO0HNu5_2babaJl8gdltT1sljl49$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://n6h7k5kab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pKCy8UU334aKAGRYsB1jq6qGd85MMeTj3n4pZ-dsEixI3Wq1FCkVQPGz4YeYaHX02sCUkCfvFEAd6Lfl_uccf8XaOGhDf0PztFcsv6cKjDA6Jf5t4WvwHhnE6qjpICIsm_OctokFrAdS6whtLAWpgWZcx2DHCxXV&c=dTFc8tHCf00mi4RVsBnJ6-R2kyQq6p40leYv0LUIjif1qZL0NK30LA==&ch=a9p-7laE6q0MoCstnjKUyrrWbxaNR38EwJXxQ_amt9ubgYwGuKdq1A==__;!!Mak6IKo!PwissVsBv9LE0FpFCZ6vMWL5W0si8G_04xna5-DpVN4B4uLSJN3JIQv-syPySO0HNu5_2babaJl8gdltTwXjCOia$
https://playingfieldmadison.org/


Little Chicks Learning Academy
(4) spots, born in 2026
(1) spot, born May-Dec 2025
(3) spots, born Sept 2024-April 2025
(2) spots, born Jan-Aug 2024
(2) spots, born 2023
(5) spots, born 2022

(3) spots for age 2
(3) spots for age 3-4 (Get Kids Ready
program; must be age 4 by 9/1/26)

The Playing Field Midtown
(1) spot for 4K starting in September

 

August Family-Friendly Events
 

Special Events

Chocolate Chip Cookie Day
Tuesday, August 4, 3:00 - 4:00 pm
Middleton Public Library

Nature Everywhere Madison
Thursday, August 6, 10:30 - 11:30 am
Lakeview Library

Ride the Drive
Sunday, August 9, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Various Locations

Kids on the Prairie: Pollinators Everywhere
Sunday, August 9, 10:30 am - 12:00 pm
Holy Wisdom Monastery

Move & Groove
Monday, August 10, 10:00 - 11:00 am
Fitchburg Public Library

Kids Concerts in the Park: Ometochtli Mexican
Folk Dance
Thursday, August 13, 6:00 - 7:00 pm
Grand Crossing Park (Monona)

Police Station Storytime
Saturday, August 15, 10:00 - 11:00 am
Middleton Police Station, 7341 Donna Dr.

Camp Aldo Evenings: Rocket Launch Fun
Sunday, August 16, 5:00 - 8:00 pm
Aldo Leopold Nature Center

Family Nature Program: Pollinator Party
Sunday, August 16, 1:30 - 3:30 pm
UW Arboretum

Preschool Patterns
Tuesday, August 18, 10:00 - 11:00 am
Fitchburg Public Library

Kids in the Rotunda: Season Announcement
Party
Thursday, August 20, 4:00 - 6:00 pm
Overture Center

Recurring Events

Wiggles and Words: Multi-Age
Storytime
August 3, 10, 17
11:30 am - 12:30 pm
Goodman South Madison Library

Toddler Time
August 3, 10, 17
10:30 - 11:15 am
Alicia Ashman Library

Children's African Story Hour
August 4, 11, 18, 25
5:30 - 6:30 pm
University Apartments Community Center
Room 135

Little Sprouts
August 4, 7, 11, 14, 18, 21
9:00 - 10:00 am
Olbrich Botanical Gardens

Baby Storytime (birth to 17 mos.)
August 5, 12
11:15 - 11:45 am
Pinney Library

MCM Free Thursday Evenings
August 6, 13, 20, 27
4:00 - 8:00 pm
Madison Children's Museum

Parks Alive
Various Dates in August
5:00 - 7:00 pm
Various Madison Parks

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://n6h7k5kab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pKCy8UU334aKAGRYsB1jq6qGd85MMeTj3n4pZ-dsEixI3Wq1FCkVQLyOrGdyElRi6Fz2fDMzuDyZ1sjjivINa04LP8YfoqALRzNwbqKpNgZxbAYKlnenDVKLE4Igfck7NMr_v4nj1D1vTY5n7hs-4nlos5rt2-Hz&c=dTFc8tHCf00mi4RVsBnJ6-R2kyQq6p40leYv0LUIjif1qZL0NK30LA==&ch=a9p-7laE6q0MoCstnjKUyrrWbxaNR38EwJXxQ_amt9ubgYwGuKdq1A==__;!!Mak6IKo!PwissVsBv9LE0FpFCZ6vMWL5W0si8G_04xna5-DpVN4B4uLSJN3JIQv-syPySO0HNu5_2babaJl8gdltT1ndqXh3$
https://playingfieldmadison.org/
https://www.midlibrary.org/EventDetail?ID=26055
https://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/spaces/events/nature-everywhere-madison-lakeview-olbrich-gardens-looking-leaves-and-shapes-nature
https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/events/ride-the-drive
https://holywisdommonastery.org/kotp
https://www.fitchburgwi.gov/Calendar.aspx?EID=19643&month=8&year=2026&day=15&calType=0
https://monona.librarycalendar.com/event/kids-concerts-park-ometochtli-mexican-folk-dance-11385
https://monona.librarycalendar.com/event/kids-concerts-park-ometochtli-mexican-folk-dance-11385
https://www.midlibrary.org/EventDetail?ID=26074
https://aldoleopoldnaturecenter.org/event/camp-aldo-evenings-rocket-launch-fun/
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/event/221366/
https://www.fitchburgwi.gov/Calendar.aspx?EID=19758&month=8&year=2026&day=15&calType=0
https://www.overture.org/tickets-events/2026-27-season/kids-in-the-rotunda-season-announcement-party/
https://www.overture.org/tickets-events/2026-27-season/kids-in-the-rotunda-season-announcement-party/
https://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/spaces/events/wiggles-and-words-multi-age-storytime-407851
https://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/spaces/events/wiggles-and-words-multi-age-storytime-407851
https://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/spaces/events/toddler-time-254292
https://africa.wisc.edu/cash/
https://www.olbrich.org/calendar/little-sprouts-story-stroll-2
https://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/spaces/events/baby-storytime-ages-birth-17-mo-409911
https://madisonchildrensmuseum.org/visit/hours-and-schedule/
https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/events/parks-alive


Bird & Nature Adventures
Saturday, August 22, 10:00 - 11:30 am
Aldo Leopold Nature Center

Stories & Songs with Junebug
Saturday, August 22, 10:30 - 11:00 am
Pinney Library

Curious Critters Storytime
Monday, August 24, 10:00 - 10:45 am
Aldo Leopold Nature Center

 
 
 

Book of the Month

Hey, Little Ant

What would you do if the ant you were
about to step on looked up and started
talking? Would you stop and listen?
That’s what happens in this funny,
thought-provoking book. First composed
as a song by a father-daughter team,
this surprising conversation between a
tiny ant and a little girl is sure to
inspire discussions about caring,
kindness, and respect for both animals
and humans.

Read Aloud Storytime

Craft of the Month

Bug Hotel

A bug hotel is a human-made structure
placed outdoors, usually in a garden or
near where insects like to live. It is
ideally made using natural material. Bug
hotels are a great way to protect local
bug and insect life as well as promote
biodiversity right in your own garden!
They are great during colder evenings
when bugs need shelter. They are also
a fantastic way to explore and talk about
nature with kids!

Learn More

 

https://aldoleopoldnaturecenter.org/event/bird-nature-outing-2025-12-27-2026-01-24-2026-08-22/2026-08-22/
https://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/spaces/events/stories-songs-junebug-410031
https://aldoleopoldnaturecenter.org/event/curious-critters-storytime-2026-08-24/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vMfyQn4z_PA
https://happytoddlerplaytime.com/how-to-make-a-bug-hotel-fun-craft-for-kids/


Chef's Corner: Ants on a Log (+ variations)

Have some fun with this classic after-school snack. Peanut butter
and raisins aren't the only ingredients to get kids to eat celery!

Ingredients:
Celery stalks
Peanut butter
Raisins

Instructions:
Use a butter knife or spoon to spread peanut butter into the
celery stalk.
Place several raisins in the peanut butter.
Enjoy!

Variations:
Ants on a Ranch: Use a mixture of ranch dressing and
cream cheese with peas instead of raisins.
Berries on a Branch: Use cookie butter instead of peanut
butter and top with blueberries.
Ladybugs on a Log: Use strawberry cream cheese with
dried cranberries.
Beans on a Stalk: Use guacamole and black beans.
Fish in a Stream: Use hummus and pretzel goldfish.
Pigs in a Pen: Use pimento cheese and bacon bits.

Recipe from foodnetwork.com

 
 

Manage Your Inbox
Click "Update Profile" below to opt-out from receiving Badger Buzz.

Note: Clicking "Unsubscribe" removes you from all OCCFR mailings.

If you enjoy reading our newsletter, please
﻿consider making a gift to support our mission.

Make a gift

Keep in touch!

        

 

Office of Child Care & Family Resources at UW-Madison | 611 Eagle Heights Drive Room 148 | Madison, WI
53705 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/packages/recipes-for-kids/cooking-with-kids/reinvented--ants-on-a-log
https://occfr.wisc.edu/giving/
https://www.facebook.com/uw.occfr/
https://www.facebook.com/uw.occfr/
https://www.instagram.com/uw.occfr
https://www.instagram.com/uw.occfr
https://www.linkedin.com/school/uw-madison-office-of-child-care-and-family-resources/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/uw-madison-office-of-child-care-and-family-resources/
https://www.youtube.com/@OfficeofChildCareandFamilyReso
https://www.youtube.com/@OfficeofChildCareandFamilyReso
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=47b3afa5-c499-43b1-ba22-f6a382bf11fa
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=47b3afa5-c499-43b1-ba22-f6a382bf11fa

